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Opening up local democracy
Following the election of Ian Baxter, Midlothian’s first Green
councillor, the Greens have pledged to challenge how our council
works and make it more accountable to the people of Midlothian.

Your Green
councillor

Since his election, Councillor Baxter has successfully obtained the
release of the council’s damning internal audit report on the
Bonnyrigg Rose Car Park project, as well as pressing for council
meetings to be webcast and has called for more public participation
in setting the council budget.
He has also questioned the allocation of Councillors’ Environmental
Funds, which allows individual councillors to decide on how public
funds are spent.
Edinburgh Council recently started webcasting its meetings, acting
upon a proposal put forward by Green councillors, and its council
budget went out to public consultation in November last year. Ian
Baxter said, “I would like to see detailed budget proposals out in the
open well in advance, so controversial changes can be fully
discussed and, if necessary, alternatives put in place before a final
decision is taken”.

Broadband rollout
With more new housing being built at
Hopefield, many people are asking when we
will see an improvement to slow internet
broadband speeds in the area.
Late last year, Ian Baxter met with Brendan
Dick, Director of BT Scotland, to ask the
same question and to highlight the role good
internet access plays in reducing the need to
travel to work or meetings - particularly
important in an area where many residents travel to and from
Edinburgh on a daily basis.
The Dalkeith exchange has been upgraded to fibre optic and BT
Openreach is currently rolling out the new infrastructure to
cabinets across Midlothian. Unfortunately, it is not possible to find
out when specific cabinets will be upgraded as there are a number
of factors involved and, we’re told, these change all the time.
Midlothian Council has recently approved £500,000 towards
ensuring 85% of the county’s households are connected by 2015.

One of three councillors
representing the Bonnyrigg
ward is Ian Baxter.
Ian, 55, has lived in
Bonnyrigg for 32 years with
his family. He was previously
chair of Bonnyrigg &
Lasswade Community
Council and currently chairs
the Bonnyrigg, Lasswade
and Poltonhall Fairtrade
Town Steering Group.
A keen cyclist, he is a
member of Spokes, the
Lothian Cycle Campaign and
enjoys long distance
walking, having completed
the Southern Upland Way in
2008.
Welcome to the first issue of
Green News, a twice yearly
newsletter, letting you know
what we are doing in the
Bonnyrigg ward.

A cycle friendly Midlothian?

Local Plan
The Midlothian Local Development Plan Main
Issues Report is currently out for consultation
until August.
The Local Plan, once agreed, will set out a
preferred development strategy for the period
up to 2032 - so it’s important everyone gets a
chance to have their say.
The plan not only shows areas where new
housing developments are likely, but also
includes proposals for re-aligning the A701
along with plans for more retail development at
Straiton. A copy of the Main Issues Report can
be downloaded from the council web site.

Last summer, Councillor Ian Baxter met up with
David Wardrop-White of SUSTRANS and Alison
Johnstone, Green MSP for Lothian, to discuss
how the new Borders Rail line will aﬀect cyclists
in Midlothian. If you cycle in Midlothian,
including to and from bordering counties, we’re
keen to hear from you.
Over the next few months we will be identifying
the key projects we want the council to tackle in
order to encourage more people to get on their
bikes - and to encourage cycle tourism in
Midlothian!

Street surveys
We’re knocking on doors to find out if there are
any issues you want us to take up on your behalf
- perhaps you’ve contacted the council about
something and it hasn’t been followed up, or to
let us know of a litter, pothole or drain problem
in your street, or maybe you just want to ask us
a question.
The areas we are covering at the moment are
Sherwood, Brixwold and parts of Lasswade.

Councillor Ian Baxter’s contact details
Telephone: 0131 663 4294 (Home)
07792 720421 (Mobile)
0131 271 3094 (Council)
Email:
Ian.Baxter@midlothian.gov.uk (Council)
Surgeries:
2nd Monday of month (7-8pm), Bonnyrigg Primary School
3rd Tuesday of month (7-8pm), Bonnyrigg Public Hall
3rd Wednesday of month (6-7pm), Poltonhall Recreation Ground meeting room
Please note: There are no surgeries during school holidays and surgeries may change once the
new Lasswade High School centre opens in the Summer.

Follow Midlothian Green Party...
www.facebook.com/MidlothianGreens

@midlothiangreen

www.midlothiangreens.org.uk

