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Greens back community power and our record proves it!
Bill Kerr-Smith has promised to
put community empowerment
top of his priorities when he’s
elected to Midlothian Council on
27 November. He wants to work
alongside Councillor Ian Baxter
who has already demonstrated
Scottish Greens’ commitment to
communities across Midlothian.
Bill says: “Greens are committed to
local democracy. Ian Baxter backed the
people of Mayfield, Newtongrange and Gorebridge
in their fight to retain local facilities. Greens
were the only ones fighting for a group of local
organisations to take over the former Bonnyrigg
Leisure Centre.”
Green councillor Ian Baxter said: “We don’t want to
see individual Midlothian communities absorbed into
one big urban sprawl and that’s why it’s also vitally
important that we retain community centres and
libraries in the Newbattle catchment area.”
Scottish Greens support the Save Kippielaw

“Midlothian Council should remove
the Kippielaw development
from the local plan and protect
Midlothian green space.”
Bill Kerr-Smith

campaign to prevent new private housing on two
of the remaining green fields between Kippielaw
and Easthouses. Bill said: ”This site isn’t needed for
housing – the draft local plan allows for far more
houses than Midlothian is required to take. I say that
Midlothian Council should remove the Kippielaw
development from the local plan and protect
Midlothian green space.”
Lothian MSP Alison Johnstone said: “Electing more
Green councillors will help communities build the
kind of Scotland we dream about. Bill Kerr-Smith is
committed to listening to the people of Midlothian
East - vote for him on 27 November.”

Meet the candidate
If you would like to meet Bill, come along to our ‘Green Family Fun Day” at the Stair Arms, Pathhead, on
Sunday 23rd November from 10.30am to 1.30 pm, with art activities, craft stalls and energy saving advice.
Bill will also be eager to talk with you at the street stalls we will hold across the Ward, as follows:

Easthouses:		
1st November
Mayfield:
8th November
Mayfield & Eskbank: 15th November
Cousland:			22nd November

Fracking - unsafe, unwanted and
unnecessary
Fracking, or Hydraulic Fracturing to give it its full
name, is a controversial technique which involves
drilling up to several kilometres deep and pumping
millions of gallons of water and toxic chemicals
under high pressure into the borehole to open up
fractures to extract gas. Greens oppose this, not
just because it means we’d be burning more fossil
fuels, but because there is a lot of evidence that it is
unsafe.
Fracking will not reduce energy bills - it’s not just us
saying this, so does George Osborne, the Tory
Chancellor
Fracking has been linked to earth tremors. A study
by the British Geological Survey found evidence that
earth tremors near Blackpool were linked to nearby
fracking operations.

The Green Party is the only major party
fighting to prevent fracking and drilling.
Fracking has led to a fall in property values in the US,
where there have been cases of banks refusing to lend
money on properties in fracking zones. Why would they
do this if there is no risk?

Fracking risks groundwater contamination. Despite
strenuous denials by the industry, high levels of toxic
chemicals including arsenic, thallium and nitrates, have
been found in groundwater in California and in
Pennsylvania, methane leaks have occurred.

Scottish Green co-leader Patrick Harvie MSP has called
on the Scottish Government to use its planning and
environmental regulations to block any fracking
developments.

Fracking industrialises our countryside. Not just with a
proliferation of wells - the huge amount of water
pumped into and out of wells will mean heavy tankers
clogging up our country lanes.

The Conservatives are pro-fracking; Labour has given its
qualified support and Alex Salmond has described
fracking as an ‘opportunity’. Only the Greens are totally
opposed to fracking.

Making our roads safer
for everybody
We want our roads to be made
safer for the most vulnerable
road users.
That’s why we have been working
within the council to make it
easier for residents who want 20
mph zones introduced in their
area, and we hope soon to see a
new council policy to help this.
As a keen cyclist, Green councillor
Ian Baxter is also pressing for
more investment in cycling
facilities, where we are far behind
other councils, and for the best
provision for cyclists on the
Borders Railway.

Opening up democracy
Too many council decisions are
made behind closed doors. We
want to change that.
Green councillor Ian Baxter is
pressing for all council meetings
to be broadcast live on the
internet, as Green councillors in
Edinburgh have been successful
in implementing. He also argued
against community councils being
allowed to hold meetings in
private, and was opposed by both
SNP and Labour groups.
We want council budget
proposals to be published months
before they are voted on - so you
can see what is being proposed
and speak to your councillor if
you don’t agree!

A sensible approach to
planning
The proposal for Cauldhall
opencast mine was against the
Midlothian Local Plan - our Green
councillor opposed it, yet the
majority of councillors approved
it.
The proposal for 60 houses at
Fordel was against the Midlothian
Local Plan, on part Greenfield
site, and a mile from the nearest
bus route - our Green councillor
opposed it, yet the majority of
councillors approved it.
We’re not against development,
but only in the right places and
where everything has been
considered. That’s why we have a
local plan.

Our priorities for Midlothian Council
Midlothian Council is not alone in facing the most severe cuts in its history. However, we
believe that cutting vital services is not the answer.
That’s why last year our Green councillor Ian
Baxter put forward a budget which avoided cuts to
valuable classroom assistants and school crossing
patrols and removed the reduction in opening
hours at recycling centres. To pay for it we looked
at how some other councils are investing in
publicly owned renewable energy, where all the
income is used to support public services rather
than going into the pockets of wealthy
landowners.

“Publicly owned renewable energy, where all the income is used to support public
services rather than going into the pockets of wealthy landowners”
Councillor Ian Baxter

The figures we came up with were impressive.
Even assuming the income would be much lower
than indicated, we would still manage to do a lot.
As well as removing the worst of the cuts, we
would make a start towards our goal of abolishing
music tuition charges and improve local democracy
by webcasting council meetings.
By introducing stricter energy saving measures in
council buildings and scrapping the Midlothian News
freesheet, we could have allocated more money for
community councils to help distribute their own
newsletters.
Councillor Baxter said, “The Green budget was
imaginative, avoided cuts and started a process of

putting information and power back into the hands of
local communities and individuals. Yet without another
Green councillor to second my proposals, SNP and
Labour councillors blocked it from even being
discussed. That’s why it’s vitally important we have
more Green councillors like Bill Kerr-Smith on the
council. Two Greens may not sound a lot but it makes all
the difference when you want to debate serious issues
that the other parties don’t want aired.“

Green Budget at a glance
• Remove cut to 10 Learning Assistants
• Remove cut to lunchtime school crossing patrols
• Remove cut to opening hours at Recycling Centres
• Target £65,000 energy savings in council buildings
• Phase out music tuition charges over 5 years, beginning with 20% cut to charges in year one
• Introduce Webcasting for council meetings
• Invest in publicly owned wind, solar and micro-hydro power, beginning with a single 500kW turbine

Your Local Green Team

• Scrap Midlothian News council free sheet, distributing £10,000 of savings to community councils

Ian Baxter
Green Councillor
for Bonnyrigg

Bill Kerr-Smith
Midlothian Greens’
Branch Convenor

Alison Johnstone
Green MSP
for Lothian

Voting in the by-election …
as easy as 1, 2, 3

About your candidate

How to vote
Voting in the Midlothian East by-election on Thursday 27th November
uses the numerical preference system (STV), which many people will
remember we used for the local elections in 2012.
In this system, you mark ‘1’ beside your first choice, ‘2’ beside your
second, etc. As there is only one councillor to be elected this time (as
opposed to three in each ward in 2012), each party will only field a
single candidate. Other than that, the process is exactly the same.
Who wins?
Simply put, the winning candidate needs over half the total votes to
be elected.
In the first round of counting, just the first preference votes (the ‘1’s)
are totalled. If one candidate gets over half the votes, he or she wins.
If not, the bottom placed candidate is eliminated and their votes
transferred to second preference candidates. The totals are checked
again to see if anyone has over half the votes. If not, the bottom
candidate is eliminated again and so on.
So what does this mean to the voter?
It means that voting for the candidate you like most is never a wasted
vote - because if they come bottom at any stage of the count and are
eliminated, your vote simply transfers to your next choice.
So should you vote Green?
We think so! Under this system, if you really want to see a Green
councillor elected in Midlothian East, then please give us your first
preference, and if we are not elected your vote will simply switch to
your second preference. If you want to vote to keep someone out,
then give them your last preference. You don’t need to use all your
preferences, just make sure your intentions are clear, you only use
numbers, and don’t use the same number for more than one candidate.

Contact your local Greens
Bill Kerr-Smith is the Convenor of the Midlothian Green Party
Contact Bill on 07719 359201 or bill.kerr.smith@gmail.com
@midlothiangreen
https://www.facebook.com/midlothiangreens
You can also contact your Green MSP, Alison Johnstone at
alison.johnstone.msp@scottish.parliament.uk or 0131 348 5000

Bill Kerr-Smith grew up in Dalkeith
and raised his family in Mayfield.
After an international career in
telecommunications and IT he now
lives in Eskbank with one of his
daughters and her family. An active
member of Eskbank & Newbattle
Community Council, he is also the
Convenor of the Midlothian branch
of the Scottish Green Party, which
has seen its membership quadruple
since the Independence referendum.
Bill said “People are looking for
something different. I was a Labour
supporter for almost all my life, but
Labour finally lost me when they
decided to support the Tories in
making benefits claimants work for
nothing for big companies. After a
lifetime of supporting Labour, I joined
the Green Party because it offers a
true vision of a just society, where
everyone is valued and none are left
behind.
If elected, I look forward to working
with all the people of Midlothian
East to give them a real voice and
effective representation. Midlothian
Council already has more than enough
councillors from Labour and SNP and
adding one more will do nothing to
improve the lives of local people. One
Green councillor has done more to
stand up for community interests and
facilities than all the others combined.
Imagine the changes we could make
if there were two of us. I need your
vote - to help us all work together for
a better Midlothian.
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