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We say Save Kippielaw!
At the last branch meeting of Midlothian Green Party it was decided that we
will support as practically as we possibly can the campaign to stop the proposed
development at Kippielaw and our support has been keenly accepted by the
Save Kippielaw campaign and the local Community Council.
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possible to link the allotments
idea with a cycleway proposal
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for educational ‘Seed to table’
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area are also possible uses, all
of which would benefit the local
community, more so than 350+
houses for commuters. For more
information click on this link:
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What does a good food
nation look like?
It is already a busy start to 2019 with the Scottish
Government’s Good Food Nation consultation (open
until 29th March): https://www.gov.scot/publications/
good-food-nation-proposals-legislation/
The National Food and Drink
Policy – Becoming a Good
Food Nation was published in
2014. The policy set a new and
exciting vision for Scotland, by
2025, to be a Good Food Nation,
where people from every walk
of life take pride and pleasure in,
and benefit from, the food they
produce, buy, cook, serve, and
eat each day. The Good Food
Nation Programme of Measures,
published by the government
earlier this year, can be found
at www.gov.scot/publications/
good-food-nation-programmeof-measures/
Confusing and incomplete
However, the consultation is
not a particularly accessible
document, being quite
confusing, and incomplete.
The Scottish Food Coalition
advice is not to feel limited
by the proposals and the lack
of ambition set out in the
consultation. You can submit
responses as an email or letter
sent to goodfoodnation@gov.
scot. This can take any format
you’d like so feel free to discuss
how you think we can become
a Good Food Nation.
Midlothian Greens are
happy to support the Scottish
Food Coalition’s calls for an
ambitious new Good Food
Nation law, which as a first step:
• p
 rovides oversight of the
whole food system through
a food commission which
scrutinises all policies on food,
making sure our policies don’t
contradict one another, and

that we don’t take backwards
steps from becoming fairer,
greener and healthier;
• incorporates the right to food
for all;
• p
 roduces a National Plan
for Food;
• introduces legally binding
targets for all aspects of the
food system;
• and places new obligations
on public bodies.
And crucially, to make any
changes, we need as many
people as possible interested in
the possibility of big changes –
to build a big movement for a
Good Food Nation.
Good Food Nation event
We will be taking part at the
Good Food Nation consultation
event in Penicuik Town Hall on
Saturday, 23 February from 2.30
to 5.30pm. There will be a variety
of stalls with our local food
producers and businesses, vegan
chocolate making workshop
and a presentation on Good
Food Nation strategy. Also
keep an eye out for the second
of these events, in Dalkeith in
March and the Save Kippielaw
campaign, which is trying
to protect prime
agricultural land
from development.
For the
Midlothian
Greens’ vision on
food, see the text
box to the right.

Our vision: healthy,
affordable food
for us all
• a
 gricultural land is protected
from development and
degradation, to ensure food
security;
• f arming is organic, low
input and low-carbon, so
improving the productive
potential of agricultural land,
improving environmental
quality and biodiversity and
keeping food free from
pesticides;
• local farms will serve
local markets, replacing
the current industrial
food system in which
standardised foods,
imported from hundreds
or thousands of miles
away, are sold in massive
supermarkets owned by
foreign multinationals;
• c
 hildren will take part in
practical education from
an early age in how to grow
vegetables and fruit and
how to cook healthy and
sustainable food;
• t here is increased
community access to
growing space such as
allotments, garden sharing
and community food
growing projects;
• s oil and land quality are
protected so that we can
provide nutritious and
healthy food for
this and future
generations.

Please keep on
sharing your green
issue Tweets and
Facebook posts and
send in your short
pieces for inclusion
in this, your branch
newsletter.

Midlothian Green Party
Branch Meetings 2019
We meet once a month, on alternating Tuesdays and
Thursdays, and the meeting is open to everyone. Below you
can see the planned meetings for the rest of the year and the
venue. If you need transport please get in touch and we can
arrange a lift for you.
Thursday 14 February

Loanhead Library		

7—9 pm

Tuesday 12 March		
St John’s and King’s Park 			
				Church, Dalkeith		7—9 pm

Did you know…?
...dried beans and lentils
are among those few foods
whose shelf life is listed
as ‘indefinite’ on the Eat
by Date website. This is
because their nutritional
value does not deteriorate
with time, although they
will lose moisture after 1–2
years in the pantry and need
longer to soak and cook.
Source: Treehugger website

Thursday 11 April		

Loanhead Library		

7—9 pm

Tuesday 14 May		

Penicuik Town Hall		

7—9 pm

Thursday 13 June		

Loanhead Library		

7—9 pm

Tuesday 9 July		
St John’s and King’s Park
				Church, Dalkeith		7—9 pm
Thursday 8 August		

Loanhead Library		

7—9 pm

Tuesday 10 September

Penicuik Town Hall		

7—9 pm

Thursday 10 October

Loanhead Library		

7—9 pm

Tuesday 12 November
St John’s and King’s Park
				Church, Dalkeith		7—9 pm
Thursday 12 December

Loanhead Library		

7—9 pm

Take 2! Action?

Following their unsuccessful attempt to despoil homes and agricultural land
we can ill-afford to lose in Damhead, PSL Land has submitted a new proposal
for a film/tv studio, hotel, power station and god knows what else at
Saltersgate in Dalkeith.
A drop-in session was held on Thursday 31 January at Woodburn Primary School in Dalkeith where
information about the proposal and members of the project team were present. You can submit your
written comments and opinions to Midlothian Council until 14 February.
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