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It’s your chance  
to choose!
Voting is currently open in  
the Scottish Green Party’s 
biggest ever internal 
elections and you can vote 
by logging in to the members 
area of the SGP website.

More than 70 candidates 
are standing for a total of 54 
positions and you can find a  
list of all the candidates and  
the positions they are standing 
for on the website. You can  
also watch the co-leader 
hustings video.
Electoral Reform Services 

are running the ballot and by 
now they should have sent all 
members either an email with 
a link to an electronic ballot or 
a letter with a postal ballot with 
instructions on how to vote.  
So log on and vote, you’ve got 
until July 30!

Our next branch meeting is on 
Thursday 8 August at Loanhead Library,  

7.00pm — 9.00pm

What I hope we can achieve 
over the next six months
Our world is an unfair place to be in 2019 and  
this inequality is replicated everywhere, including  
in Midlothian.  
Council spending is being 
decimated with ‘austerity’ the 
current rationale: yet global 
wealth is hardly distributed 
with 85 individuals owning 
90% of global resources 1.  
Poverty is rife with 30% of the 
world’s population without 
access to clean water 2. In the 
Midlothian Green Party we 
actively challenge the ‘rationale’ 
for inequality. We know, with 
growing numbers of supporters, 
we can do better for Midlothian, 
showing examples of good 
policies for Scotland. 
What would a better Midlothian 

look like and how do we get 
there? Here are some pointers 
for us in the MGP: 

•  End the ban on wind turbines;

•   Revive the Edinburgh  
Food Belt idea; 

•   Insist on best possible energy 
efficiency and renewable energy 
provision in all new housing;

•   Scrap the Sheriffhall 
roundabout and new A701 
projects and spend the money 
on walk to work, cycle to 
work, electric buses instead;

•   Use the ScotGov rejection of 
SESPlan 2 as a basis for setting 
out a whole new sustainable 
vision for SE Scotland

•   Develop a concerted effort 
to create community-owned 
renewable energy and district 
heating projects.

Let’s get going on MGP’s 
vision and make these pointers 
achievable policies.

Former MGP Co-Convenors
Gari Donn and Malcolm Spaven

1. Oxfam Report 2017  2.UNICEF paper 2019
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Join the Scottish Greens, starting from only £1 a year! 

Go to www. greens.scot/join to join online.

Standard Membership from only £3 per month.

Refugee, Unwaged, Carer, Under 18,  

or Full-time Student from only £1 per year.

or go to greens.scot/donate

 or greens.scot/get-involved

Membership payments are via DirectDebit. If you experience any problems  

with the online form or you would like to pay by another method contact 

Scottish Green Party on 08700 772 207 or by email  

at office@scottishgreens.org.uk

”This is the most exciting time to join the Scottish Green Party. 

Scotland is changing and will continue to change in dramatic ways. 

Hope and ambition are flourishing and so many people are 

imagining a new Scotland. A Scotland where we create dignity 

in welfare; where we protect and harness our precious natural 

resources for community benefit and future generations; where 

we cherish public services. We need a bolder Holyrood.

Join us and help make it happen.” 

Patrick Harvie Scottish Greens Co-Convenor

 
 

  
www.facebook.com/MidlothianGreens  

@midlothiangreen

www.midlothiangreens.org.uk

Midlothian 20/20

A clear, green vision for our future!











  Greens will build more council houses Midlothian needs more 

social housing to enable us to stay in the areas where we want  

to live, to tackle homelessness and fuel poverty and give the 

Council a steady income. We’ll demand more ambitious ways 

for the Council to acquire land for social housing and get private 

sector house builders to contribute.

 Greens demand sustainable transport We want more cycling 

and walking routes to enable us to leave our cars at home. And  

we want a stronger Council role in ensuring that bus and train 

services are co-ordinated and bus operators retain services.

 Greens will dump the Council Tax, replacing it with an  

equitable system. Until that happens we’ll protect services by 

increasing the Council’s income for example, by generating 

money from renewable energy. 

 Greens will give more financial power to communities:  

we’ll transfer more of the Council’s budget to participatory 

budgeting so that communities can decide what to spend.

Greens will protect our farmland and green spaces  

preventing these precious assets from development for profit.

Scottish Greens demand real action  

on the climate emergency!

Scottish Greens back a  

Green New Deal for Scotland!
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We’re going to produce 
a flyer, for general 
distribution on stalls, on 
doorsteps and during 
the upcoming General 
Election. We’d like  
your comments on  
the content and style  
of this A5 flyer. 
Please send us 
your comments 
and suggestions, 
your approval or 
disapproval before  
we get it printed.
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Please 
share your green 

issue Tweets 
and Facebook 

posts and please 
send in pieces 
for inclusion in 

this, your branch 
newsletter. 

We meet once a month, on alternating Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, from 7.00pm to 9.00pm. The meeting is open 
to everyone. Below you can see the planned meetings for 
the rest of the year and the venue. If you need transport 
please get in touch and we can arrange a lift for you.

Thursday 8 August  Loanhead Library  

Tuesday 10 September Penicuik Town Hall 

Thursday 10 October Loanhead Library  

Tuesday 12 November St John’s and King’s Park Church,  
    Dalkeith   

Thursday 12 December Loanhead Library  

Midlothian Greens Branch Meetings 2019

 
The Government has a ‘ramshackle, Dad’s Army’ approach to making sure UK  
can cope with the impacts of rising temperatures, its climate advisers warn.
And UK action to slash the greenhouse gas 
emissions driving climate change is lagging 
far behind what is needed, even before the 
Government set a tougher new target to cut 
pollution to zero overall by 2050.
In its annual progress report to Parliament, 

the advisory Committee on Climate Change 
(CCC) said the Government had to show it 
was serious about tackling the problem in 
the next 12 to 18 months.
The UK is not prepared for 2C of warming, the 

level at which countries have pledged to curb 
temperature rises, let alone a 4C rise which is 
possible if greenhouse gases are not cut globally, 
the committee warned.
More action is needed to prevent overheating 

in homes, hospitals and schools as the risk of 
heatwaves rises, to tackle flash flooding from 
heavy downpours, cut water consumption 
and protect soils and wildlife habitats. There 

has also been little progress on many areas for 
cutting emissions, and the gap between what 
is being done and what needs to be done to 
meet existing targets to curb climate change is 
growing, the committee warned.
A new UK-wide legal target to cut emissions to 

‘net zero’ by 2050, which replaces the existing 
goal of an 80% reduction, has recently been 
passed by Parliament.
Source:  
The Canary

News Briefs


