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COVID-19: we will not hold social and branch meetings for  
the foreseeable future, in line with government instructions.

The possibility of ‘virtual’ meetings is being discussed by the branch  
committee, we’ll let you know of any developments. Stay safe!
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What was it Margaret Thatcher used to say and her awful acolytes continued 
to say until this Corona Virus shut them up, not temporarily hopefully; oh yes, 
‘there is no such thing as society, only individuals and families’.  Tell that to the 
staff of the NHS, the volunteers at hospitals and food banks, the neighbours 
helping their aged acquaintances.  
We are in a world where Boeing hopes for 
a $60b taxpayer bailout, the UK airports 
similarly hope for a British Government 
handout (a week after their shareholders 
received a billion £ dividend payment), 
and companies continue to press for 
handouts from the State. This is a State 
just last month they brayed did not exist, a State 
that had no relevance as ‘the Market’ would decide 
everything. How times change.
Or do they? The current approach from the British 

Government is to replicate the disastrous response 
to the 2008 financial crisis: bailing out banks with 
billions has morphed into bailing out businesses 

with billions. What is wrong with these 
people? Surely it is patently evident that 
money does not trickle down.  What 
more does it take for these people to 
see beyond their own self interests and 

ideologically-driven dogmas?  
With unemployment set to rise and so 

too poverty and hunger, what can possibly be 
inappropriate about opting for a Universal Basic 
Income. If the UK’s 25m working aged group 
each receive £1000 a month for a year, the £300b 
would be a snip in comparison with the trillions the 
government is about to provide for businesses and 
the corporate sector.

Universal Basic Income now!



Researchers think that it is highly likely that human activity such as hunting and 
logging, road building and mining triggered the Ebola epidemics in the 1990s and 
that such activity is responsible for the international spread of Covid-19.

As reported by Ensia and 
the Guardian on March 18 a 
number of highly-qualified 
researchers are of the opinion 
that the destruction of planetary 
biodiversity by humans is 
creating the conditions for 
new viruses and diseases like 
COVID-19 to appear, creating 
major health and economic 
problems in rich and poor 
countries alike. A new discipline, 
planetary health, focuses on the 
increasingly visible connections 
between the well-being of 
humans, other living things and 
entire ecosystems.
‘We invade tropical forests 

and other wild landscapes, 
which harbour so many 
species of animals and 
plants — and within those 
creatures, so many unknown 
viruses,’ David Quammen, 
author of Spillover: Animal 
Infections and the Next  
Pandemic, wrote recently in the 

New York Times. ‘We cut the 
trees; we kill the animals or cage 
them and send them to markets. 
We disrupt ecosystems, and we 
shake viruses loose from their 
natural hosts. When that  
happens, they need a new host. 
Often, we are it.’
Kate Jones, chair of ecology 

and biodiversity at University  
College London has said: 
‘Inreasingly, these zoonotic  
diseases (infectious diseases 
caused by bacteria, viruses,  
or parasites that spread from 
animals, usually vertebrates,  
to humans) are linked to 
environmental change and 

human behaviour. The 
disruption of pristine forests 
driven by logging, mining, 
road building through remote 
places, rapid urbanisation and 

population growth is bringing 
people into closer contact with 

animal species they may never 
have been near before.’

 COVID-19

‘We disrupt 
ecosystems ...

we shake viruses 
loose ... when that 

happens, they need 
a new host. Often, 

we are it.’

Is global economic system  
to blame for coronavirus?

Have you seen a rainbow?
Residents in Midlothian have started to draw and paint pictures of rainbows to put up on their 
windows, so that when local parents take their daily exercise with the kids they can play a game to 
see how many rainbows they can find. Have you seen many rainbows in your street?



Thanking our NHS  
and frontline workers
Every Thursday evening at 8.00pm, across the country, people are 
asked to go to their front door or an open window to give a round of 
applause as thanks to all our NHS and frontline workers. This started 
on the 26th of March with many saying it was quite an emotional and 
touching moment. It was also a great opportunity to shout ‘hello’ 
to your neighbours and it certainly boosted morale to see some 
friendly faces again, albeit from a distance.

Midlothian  
Community Coronavirus 
Resilience Group
Even before the lockdown was announced local communities in Midlothian had 
been preparing themselves by starting up micro-Facebook groups in their street 
to support their immediate neighbours if theCovid 19 outbreak becomes really 
challenging. 
The micro groups are called 
‘coronavirus resilience groups’ 
and are intended as a ready 
network especially to support 
those self-isolating or in any 
need that the community 
can meet, such as collecting 
prescriptions, shopping, dog 
walking, or just to have someone 
to chat with on social media or 
over the phone. 
Telephone numbers have 

also been exchanged with 
neighbours who are not on 
social media so neighbours 
can still check in remotely by 
telephone to help in any way 

possible. These micro groups 
aim to take the pressure off 
the NHS and other social 
care services. It is a worrying 
time, but these groups aim 
to help reduce fear, anxiety 

and loneliness, while bringing 
small communities together 
in a time of unprecedented 
circumstances. 
Does your street have a micro-

Facebook group? If not, why not 
consider setting up one yourself? 
There is plenty of help and 
support to do this on Facebook 
if you request to join ‘Midlothian 
Community Coronavirus 
Resilience’ This is a group for 
admin of micro-Facebook group 
pages in Midlothian, dedicated  
to helping co-ordinate 
community response to the 
coronavirus on every street.
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have a micro-
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up one yourself?



‘This is a government 
unable to break 
its addiction to 
roadbuilding...’ 
Patrick Harvie

Still investing in the problem
On Thursday 12 March 
First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon confirmed that 
the Scottish Government 
has put on hold the plan 
to expand the Sheriffhall 
roundabout. 
As a result of budget negotiations 
with the Greens the government 
seems to have lost its enthusiasm 
for the scheme for the time 
being, despite advocates from 
her own back-benchers in 
Midlothian.
Although the construction 

of an ‘improved’ roundabout 
would, by the government’s own 
admission, add to the increase of 
carbon emissions from vehicles 
and thus endanger their climate 
change target, the SNP had 
been prepared to implement 
the £120m scheme despite the 
disapproval of thousands of 
petitioners who rightly pointed 
out, once again, that more roads 
create more car journeys. 
Other development is planned 

for the area around Sheriffhall 
roundabout – housing to the 

north east and to the south 14 
acres of land earmarked for 
‘a variety of uses’ including a 
petrol filling station, coffee shop, 
convenience eateries and a small 
grocery shop – which means 
car use in the locality will only 
intensify. 
It has been proven over the 

decades that ‘build a road and 
they will come’. As economist 
Matthew Turner of the University 
of Toronto reported: ‘What we 
found was that in cities where 
there was more roads, there 
was more driving ... In particular, 
if you had 1% more roads, you 
had 1% percent more driving in 
those cities ... As you add roads 
to a city those roads get filled up. 
There are people waiting to use 
that capacity‘.

ROADS, ROADS, ROADS! 

Just 24 hours prior to the 
announcement of the 
Sheriffhall moratorium 
the Westminster 
government – 
having chanced 
upon a forest 
of money trees 
grazed by herds 
of unicorns – 
declared its plans 

to build more roads across the 
UK with little thought for the 
carbon emission target it had set 
itself. Greens Co-leader Patrick 
Harvie said at the time: ‘... this is 
a government unable to break 
its addiction to roadbuilding or 
its devotion to lobbyists ... the 
Chancellor said he was ‘mindful 
of the environment’, but it’s clear 
this government is nothing of 
the sort. Westminster is investing 
in the problem, rather than the 
solution’. 

CONCERTED EFFORT

For us here in Midlothian the 
massive concert stadium and 
conference centre planned for 
construction between Straiton 
and the Edinburgh by-pass will 
mean that the A701 link road  
might again become a live issue 
once the pandemic has loosened 
its grip, and we need to prepare 
ourselves for this challenge after 
the current crisis is over. 
A week being a long time in 

politics, the continued spread 
of the coronavirus and the 

massive negative impact it 
is already having on the 

economy will certainly 
mean that Chancellor 

Sunak’s budget 
plans are already 
history and that 
forest of money 
trees has been 
chopped down 
to fund the 
fight against 

Covid-19.   
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Please share your  

Tweets and Facebook 
posts and send in pieces 
for inclusion in this, your 

branch newsletter. 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

Emergency Help (Staff - 24 March) 
For all health advice always go to www.nhsinform.scot/coronavirus 
 

£ 

Scottish Welfare Fund - 0131 270 5600 or www.mygov.scot/scottish-welfare-fund/ 
Crisis Grants - for emergencies when you have no other means. 
Community Care Grant – to provide a safe + secure home when you have no other means. 
 
Fuel - Contact details for your supplier will be on your bill  
Your supplier – might help if you can’t afford extra energy because of coronavirus.  
Citizen’s Advice – grants and advice www.citizensadvice.org.uk/scotland/consumer/energy 
Changeworks – grants and advice  0131 555 4010 or www.changeworks.org.uk   
 
Benefits - www.understandinguniversalcredit.gov.uk/coronavirus/ 

  

 

Ordering - Medicines will be prescribed for your normal repeat cycle so no need to order 
early or order more than you need. 

 
Pick up/Delivery - There is no change for family or friends picking up prescriptions.  
Anyone picking up prescriptions for someone else may be asked to show ID.  
If you need medication to be delivered contact your pharmacy. 

  

 

Lists of community help available/volunteers needed 
#KindnessMidlothian & Community Council’s web/facebook pages 
Community and Lifelong Learning team (internal only) 
Volunteer Midlothian – advice about keeping safe while volunteering 0131 660 1216 or  
www.volunteermidlothian.org.uk 
 
Community help 
Volunteer Midlothian - info for informal volunteers + telephone befriending. They do not 
accept self-referrals - 0131 660 1216 or info@volunteermidlothian.org.uk  
Red Cross – telephone welfare calls and emergency food shopping - 0131 654 0340 
Midlothian Active Choices 0131 561 6507 + Ageing Well 0131 561 6506 – telephone welfare 
calls and online daily exercise www.facebook.com/groups/MidlothianActiveChoices  
Kinship Care advice and support (national) -  KCASS 0808 800 0006, Kinship Care Alliance – 
07490720123, Big Hearts – 0131 603 4927 and Nurture Scotland – 07547525674 or 07505855341 

  

 

If you need a help to look after your pet see #KindnessMidlothian, Community Council’s 
web/facebook page. For guidance on safe volunteering see Volunteer Midlothian (see 
above) 

Leaflet issued by Midlothian Council



 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

Food issues not related to poverty: 
Check with #KindnessMidlothian or Community Council 
A number of local businesses offer home deliveries. 
 

Food issues related to poverty: 
Families with children 0-18 

 Baby Milk Supplies – phone number on tin for supplies. 
 

 Dalkeith & Newbattle Storehouse & Foodstore@PNK 

(NOT during school holiday e.g. Easter/summer as provision already been made for lunch packs) 
Contact Children & Families - 0131 271 3414  

 
All ages – Food Banks - REFERRAL ONLY (e.g. Social work/3rd Sector) 

 Gorebridge (Trussel Trust) - 07789 173 276 or 07597 359 910  
Gorebridge Church, Hunterfield Road 

 
 Woodburn and Penicuik (Food Fact Friends) – 07507 697109 or 

foodfactsfriends@gmail.com  
MARC building - Woodburn Road, Dalkeith Monday 3.30 -5.00pm.   
St Mungo’s Church Hall, Penicuik  Monday and Friday 10.30 - 1.00pm. 

 
All ages – Food Banks (self referral accepted) 

 Bonnyrigg and Sherwood Community Trust - 0131 663 2555 or  
www.facebook.com/BonnyriggTrust/  
Bonnyrigg Community Trust Shop, High Street Bonnyrigg 
 

 Penicuik Ambassadors (food and other items) - 07990 117700 
Part of Sweet Dignity. Can be contacted for drop offs. 
 

 Rosewell Community Trust  - www.facebook.com/rosewellcoronavirus 
Rosewell Parish Church Hall - Monday and Thursday 5.30-7.30pm. Can be contacted 
via Facebook for drop offs. 

  

 

Service closures:  
Many organisations are closing their services or moving on to non face-to-face delivery.  You 
can check individual websites, Facebook pages or call them.  
Find up to date information on Council services at www.midlothian.gov.uk/coronavirus  

 
If all other options have been exhausted 
Children & Families on 0131 271 3414 (Emergency Out of Hours: 0800 731 6969) 
Adult Social Care on 0131 271 3900 (Emergency Out of Hours: 0800 731 6969) 

Rosewell Community Council


