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Scottish Green Party June/July 2020 

The next business meeting 
will be on Tuesday July 14 at 

6.00pm, convening via ZOOM 
(details on how to attend 

virtually will be made available 
prior to the meeting)

This will be our Annual 
General Meeting 2020. 

We would appreciate 
nominations for these 

positions:

Convenor/Co-convenors

Treasurer

Minutes Secretary

Membership Secretary

Welfare & Conduct Officer

The committee welcomes 
contributions and 

participation from all 
members. Those members 

wishing to be involved 
in the organisation and 

management of Midlothian 
Green Party are invited to 

make themselves known prior 
to or at the AGM. 

Help is also needed with other 
vital roles to ensure that we 

are able to organise and build 
support for the Holyrood 

2021 campaign.

Please contact us on: 
midlothian@scottishgreens.

org.uk

The Scottish Green Party, the Citizens Basic Income 
campaign and the RSA have all welcomed the result of 
the feasability study on universal income which was 
published at the beginning of June.
The study, run with the councils 
of Fife, North Ayrshire, the City 
of Edinburgh and Glasgow City, 
has recommended that the pilot 
goes ahead to provide reliable 
and unconditional income for 
people in a trial period of three 
years. The four councils are 
discussing and debating the 
findings, before formally passing 
their report to the Scottish 
Government.
Green MSP for the Lothians 

and the party social security 

spokesperson Alison Johnstone 
said: ‘This feasibility study shows 
that whatever the challenges 
to introducing a universal basic 
income in Scotland, set at an 
adequate rate, it would have a 
potentially hugely positive impact 
on health, wellbeing, poverty 
and inequality at a time when 
inequalities are being exposed by 
the current public health crisis.’
Researchers from the Fraser of 

Allander Institute, Manchester
Continued on next page 

‘Hugely positive impact on health, 
wellbeing, poverty and inequality’

Call to action!
Midlothian’s rivers are more polluted than ever. Because of the 
ever-increasing population and with large numbers of people 
laid-off work there has been an increase in fly-tipping and 
the despoiling of our water courses. Local groups have been 
mobilising to clean up the mess as well as they can.
This is a call to action to all Midlothian Green Party members: 

please send photographs, annotated with date, time, and location 
(either GPS, grid reference or other) of all instances of water 
course pollution you observe while out walking.
If you know of a local group taking action can you please send 

us an email with details so we can collate all the information and 
create an action plan.

Please send your photos to 
riverscampaign@midlothiangreens.org.uk

mailto:riverscampaign@midlothiangreens.org.uk


Continued from first page  
Metropolitan University and IPPR 
Scotland looked at the financial 
pros and cons and what the 
effects would be on the country’s 
economy. They used two models, 
a lower level that replicates the 
standard allowances current in 
the social security system and 
a higher level using the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation’s Minimum 
Income Standard as a guide to the 
level of payments. They estimate 
that the cost of the lower basic 
income would be £27 billion.The 

higher-level basic income was 
estimated to be £58 billion.
This modelling indicated that 

the number of people in poverty 
would be reduced by 280,000 
(5.4 percentage points) and the 
number of children in poverty 
by 90,000 (9 percentage points). 
These researchers estimated 
that an increase in eight points 
on each Scottish income tax 
band would be required, with 
people paying income tax 
on the first pound of income 
because of the abolition of the 

personal allowance. Taxation 
changes to fund the higher-level 
citizens basic income would be 
significantly greater.

Sign the Citizens Basic  
Income petition!  

https://actionnetwork.org/
forms/scotland-has-the- 

chance-to-lead-the-world-
on-basic-income-pledge-

your-support-for-a- 
scottish-basic-income

Let’s remedy this public inconvenience!
Did you know there’s an organisation called the ‘British Toilet Association’? Their 
role is to promote high standards of hygiene and provision of ‘away from home’ 
toilet facilities throughout the UK. 
Unfortunately they have an uphill 
struggle as statistics indicate 
that in Scotland alone, around 
185 council-run toilets have 
closed since 2013; three local 
authorities, Clackmannanshire, 
South Lanarkshire and East 
Renfrewshire, have none open 
for use. In our area there are 
five but those in Dalkeith and 
Bonnyrigg are frequently 
vandalised and therefore are an 
unreliable public service. The 
others are in Loanhead, Penicuik 
and Vogrie Country Park.
As we emerge from lockdown 

and are encouraged to use local 
shops and facilities again, the 
majority of public toilet facilities 
remain closed. This has huge 
implications for many people. 
Research carried out last year by 
Age Scotland found that around 
44% of older people would use 
public transport more if they 
could rely on provision of toilets. 
A report from the Royal Society 
for Public Health suggests over 
half the population restrict 
fluid intake due to lack of toilet 
facilities, which can lead to 
health problems such as cystitis  

and constipation. As we get used 
to the ‘new normal’, many people 
will have difficulty adjusting to 
life without accessible toilet 
facilities. 

20% OF PEOPLE AVOID  
GOING OUT 

Families with young children, 
people living with dementia, older 
people, those with physical and 
intellectual disabilities, and those 
with conditions such as Crohn’s 
Disease all need access to toilets 
if they are going to engage with 
the community. It is estimated 
that 20% of people avoid going 
out if there is no access to toilet 
facilities, and for some people 
this means genuine isolation and 
loneliness. Over the last  

few months key workers and 
volunteers who were visiting 
private homes while on lengthy 
rounds have been greatly 
inconvenienced by the lack of 
available public toilets.
The Scottish Government’s 

older people’s framework, A 
Fairer Scotland for Older People, 
recognises the importance of 
public toilets in its vision for 
a Scotland where ‘people are 
healthy, happy and secure in 
older age’, yet has seen nearly 
200 facilities close in the last 
seven years. 
Public toilets also enable people 

to access running water, baby 
changing facilities and waste 
disposal facilities. In a post 
Covid-19 world where hygiene 
is so important, to deny people 
access to these facilities is a 
public health disgrace. If people 
know they will be able to use 
clean, accessible toilet facilities 
they will go out more, they will 
use public transport and will 
engage with their community. 
The Scottish Green Party needs to 
make access to public toilets  
a priority. 



Aye to a resilient 
Scotland!
Common Weal, the 
‘think and do tank’ which 
campaigns for social 
and economic equality 
in Scotland recently 
published the first part of 
a planned series of policy 
documents. 
Importantly it recognises 
the need for: ’... a resilient 
environment, managed so 
that human activity never 
prevents it from recovering 
and regenerating.’
Part One of Resilient 

Scotland (a pdf is available 
to download from 
commonweal.scot) details 
its model of Resilience 
Economics: ‘... a Scotland 
whose economy is about 
growing, making, building, 
innovating, service, and 
caring ... moving quickly to 
a Green New Deal to avert 
climate crisis.’ 
They argue that a resilient 

Scotland should be able to 
not only withstand future 
economic, environmental, 
and social disruption but 
also be able to provide the 
people of Scotland with a 
high-quality standard of 
living, a society: ’... capable of 
dealing with change because 
it has high levels of equality, 
strong social cohesion and 

public trust, 
great provision 
of public 
infrastructure 
and services, 
and high 
levels of 
participation 
from 
citizens.’

Midlothian Council 
active travel funding 
bid – your opportunity!
Midlothian Council has already made an initial bid 
for £208,000 from Holyrood to pay for temporary 
projects to make it safer for everyone to actively travel 
in the county during the current pandemic.
Spaces for People, funded by 
the Scottish Government and 
managed by Sustrans Scotland, 
offers funding and support to 
improve travelling for those of 
us who choose to walk, cycle, 
or wheel during COVID-19. The 
programme aims to protect 
public health, support physical 
distancing, and prevent a second 
wave of the outbreak. 

Intended measures, which 
unfortunately can only be 
temporary under this scheme, 
include: 

•   more than 12km of cycle 
lanes to and from the A7 
roundabouts at Sheriffhall, 
Gilmerton Road, Melville Dykes 
Road, Eskbank Road, and 
Hardengreen; 

•    13.4km of cycle lanes from 
Eastfield Drive, Penicuik to the 
Edinburgh boundary; 

•   6.2km of cycle lanes from  
the A703 Seafield Moor  
Road to A702 Biggar Road  
and on to the A701; 

•   barriers and ramps for town 
centre car laybys in Dalkeith, 

Loanhead, Gorebridge, and 
Bonnyrigg;  

•   ‘Slow Down’ or ‘Give Cyclists 
Space’ signage from Dalkeith 
to Pathhead.

In order to put together a follow 
-up bid the council is inviting 
suggestions from members of 
the public and local communities 
for other temporary measures 
which would benefit and 
encourage active travel. They do 
ask that suggestions don’t affect 
‘other road users’ in a negative 
way – who could they mean?
What other temporary measures 

could be put in place to make  
it safer and easier for you to  
get around Midlothian?  
There’s no deadline at present  
so send your suggestions  
now at SpacesforPeople@
midlothian.gov.uk.
 

To put together  
a follow-up bid  
the council is 
inviting suggestions 
from members  
of the public

Let’s remedy this public inconvenience!



Feeding Britain: Our Food 
Problems and How to Fix 
Them. This new book from Tim 
Lang, Professor of Food Policy 
at City University’s Centre for 
Food Policy and a leading 
expert in this field, is a book 
about Britain’s broken food 

system. How does Britain get 
its food? Why is our current system at breaking 
point? How can we fix it before it is too late? 
Lang argues for a new vision on our food system 
and argues for immediate systemic change, 
with a crisis such as Covid-19 underlining this 
need even more. There is even a shout-out for 

the Good Food Nation Bill as an example of an 
attempt to create a sustainable food system!
The Hungry Empire: How Britain’s Quest  
for Food Shaped the Modern World.  
Lizzie Collingham’s book is the  
history of the British Empire’s 
influence on our food system 
and traces the roots of many 
of the foods we consume 
today. An important book 
to understand the role the 
Empire played in shaping our 
food system and establishing 
trade routes which we still 
depend on.  Daya Feldwick

 My Lockdown Library

Scottish Government has missed its climate emissions target for the second 
year in in a row, it has emerged.
Figures on greenhouse gas emissions for 2018 show that ... the target was missed by a significant 
margin, largely because of an increase in emissions from the power sector, where fossil fuel use 
increased by half... transport remains the largest source of emissions.
In total, Scotland’s greenhouse gas emissions increased by 1.5% between 2017 and 2018 ... 50% 

below the baseline, a long way short of the 54% target.
Commenting, Scottish Green environment spokesperson Mark Ruskell said: ‘This is a climate 

emergency, and instead of cutting emissions Scotland continues to hurtle towards climate break-
down ... we need a step change in investment in Scotland’s renewable energy generation, storage, 
and grid infrastructure to meet our targets and create green jobs.’
‘Transport remains the biggest contributor to Scotland’s poor record ... the Scottish Government’s 

agenda of massive road investment at the expense of public transport, cycling, and walking has 
failed ... the Covid crisis has encouraged people to take up walking and cycling. That opportunity to 
invest in that infrastructure is now, not after our roads become choked with traffic again.”
Source: Scottish Green Party

News Brief

Did you know..?
Foreign companies own £4.4 billion worth of Scottish property. Registers of Scotland data shows 

that on the last day of 2019, 3,237 Scottish properties were owned  
or leased by companies based outside of the UK.

Further analysis shows that about 60% of foreign owned property was bought by  
companies based in tax havens, allowing them to avoid paying tax. These 1,851  

companies paid £2.76 billion for the properties properties. 
Source: The Ferret

Visa says it supports a green recovery, but has recently given US$151,500 to climate obstructionists.

Hewlett Packard says it supports a green recovery, but 51 percent of its recent donations  
have gone to climate obstructionists.

Nike says it a supports green recovery, but has recently given US$49,500 to climate obstructionists.
Source: HEATED (US)



There hasn’t been much data, if any, on the amount of Covid PPE waste 
materialising around us but I’m sure we’ve all seen discarded gloves, empty 
hand sanitiser bottles and masks littering the streets and around those shopping 
facilities which have remained open during lockdown. 
As on land, so with the ocean: 
Operation Clean Sea (Opération 
Mer Propre) is a volunteer group 
which cleans beaches along the 
Côte d’Azur and their recent 
online postings have drawn 
attention to the quantity of masks 
on the seabed close to the shore 
and the discarded gloves and 
sanitiser bottles floating onto 
the beaches. As they observed: 
‘Soon we’ll run the risk of having 
more masks than jellyfish in the 
Mediterranean’.
As might be expected it’s not just 

in the Med that this is an issue. An 
American activist with OceansAsia 
recently spent time on one of 
the uninhabited Soko Islands off 
Hong Kong where he found 70 
disposable masks on a length of 
beach roughly the length of a 
(presumably American) football 
field. Masks with elastic fittings 
can easily entangle marine 
animals and as Professor Mark 
Benfield of Louisiana 
State University 
pointed out: ‘I can’t 
think of a material 
better designed to 
look like a jellyfish 
than gloves’. 
Mmmm, not so tasty 
if your diet as a 

turtle includes jellyfish.
Of course this material will 

break down but this continues to 
create problems, particularly with 
plastics as the minute particles 
are ingested by smaller fish. It 
continues up the food chain 
through the larger fish ultimately 
ending up as somebody’s fish 
supper! 

CORPORATE REPUTATION 
ADVERTISING

The point of these observations 
is that in the USA the fuel and 
petrochemical manufacturers  
have been indulging in ‘corporate 
reputation advertising’. Their 
argument is that, as they are 
keeping people healthy, safe 
and alive at this time of global 
pandemic, they should be lauded 
for ‘supplying the armour in the 
battle against Covid-19’, which 
is why the US government 
classifies them as 
‘critical infrastructure’. 
Therefore, past or 

current planet-
damaging 
activity is 
mitigated 
by 

their heroic life-saving actions 
during the last few months!
It’s undeniable that this particular 

equipment has been crucial but 
there is growing disquiet among 
activists that the plastics industry 
is using the uncertainty about the 
virus to sow fear of reusables. 
In March, a letter was sent by its 
lobbyists to the US Department 
of Health and Human Services 
denigrating possible state bans  
on single-use plastic, calling 
these proposed bans a ‘public 
safety risk.’
The Financial Times has 

described the pandemic, the 
reduction in the price of oil and 
the world-wide recognition of 
the need to cut emissions as a 
‘hellscape’ for the oil industry. 
Exxon Mobil is increasing its 
production levels as the demand 
for plastics overtakes the demand 
for petrol, doing nothing for air 

quality in the low-income 
BAME communities 
near the plants. As 
Greenpeace US oceans 

campign director John 
Hocevar says: plastic 

is ‘not just bad for 
turtles, but for 

humans’. 

More masks than jellyfish  
in the Mediterranean?



 
 

Membership  of Midlothian Green Party stood at  

113at the beginning  of July 2020

 
Please share your Tweets, Facebook and 

Instagram posts and send in  
pieces for inclusion in this,  

your branch newsletter. 

 
 

  
www.facebook.com/midlothiangreens

  
@midlothiangreen 

  
instagram.com/midlothian_greens

www.midlothiangreens.org.uk

Scottish Green Party Council Meeting June 2020
You may not be sure what the council does; indeed, you may never have heard of 
the Council. The easiest explanation I can give is that it is analogous to the House 
of Lords of the UK Parliament in relation to the House of Commons. 
The principal function of the 
House of Lords these days is 
to monitor the Commons. The 
Commons has a wide range of 
tasks and actions which involve 
not only the members of the 
Commons but a large number 
of civil servants and a lot of 
committees and working groups. 
Eventually things turn into a 
plan of action and proposals 
made in a Bill. These then must 
be put to the House of Lords 
to get their approval. They will 
look for loopholes, omissions, 
inaccuracies, inadequate 
specifications, unrealistic financial 
implications etc. In other words, 
anything that would make the 
bill unsound. The results of their 
investigation may be to send it 
back to be revised, to say the go-
ahead or a definite no. Basically 
the SGP Council has exactly that 
kind of role.
The council is made up of various 

groups – MSPs, councillors and 
two members from each local 
branch – and meets four times 
a year. Currently representing 

the Midlothian branch are Daya 
Feldwick and myself, replacing 
Gari and Malcolm who have done 
their stint.
Here is a flavour of what goes 

on: many things go through 
and are approved without 
needing much discussion and 
get a quick yes or no. At the 
first meeting I went to in March 
there was one item which 
took some time and that was 
the question of capitation. HQ 
makes a subvention to each 
local group based on the size of 
their membership but for various 
reasons this was not made 
last year. This was discussed 
extensively and referred back for 
further consideration and the 
matter has now been resolved 
and branches know that for the 
coming year at least there is going 
to be a fixed amount for each 
branch with an additional grant 
under certain circumstances for 
ones where there is a by-election.
The June meeting was more 

of a marathon (3h 45m), and 
the first online. There were two 

contentious issues. The first was 
about eligibility to nominate 
for the main committees of the 
party. There was a proposal 
that the chief officers, the MSPs 
and employees with managerial 
responsibilities  should not be 
able to nominate for various 
positions, or endorse candidates 
– but then there did not seem 
to be agreement on exactly 
what endorsing meant or what 
its value was! Eventually there 
was some agreement and a 
revised proposal was accepted.
The second issue was 

concerned with gender 
balance, wherein the selection 
procedure guidance the term 
‘women’ was to be replaced 
with ‘women/non-binary’. And 
there was a feeling among 
some that putting the non-
binary in the same group as 
women would actually skew the 
balance the wrong way. I think 
I lost the plot before the end of 
this and I am not sure what the 
outcome was! 
Mike Harrison


