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BRANCH NEWS

The next social meeting of Midlothian Greens is on Tuesday, 7 October.  
The next branch meeting is on Thursday, 15 October. Both of these will  

be via ZOOM, we’ll let you know the log-in details closer to the dates.

News from The 
Scottish Green 
Party Autumn 
Conference 2020
This Autumn we’re taking 
Conference to you!
From 23 to 25 October 

2020, we’ll be bringing 
Conference online – 
opening it up to more 
members than ever before.
Sharing ideas and 

inspiration, making policy 
and most importantly 
we’ll be bringing together 
hundreds of like-minded 
greens in preparation for 
next year’s crucial Holyrood 
Elections.
From the October 19 there 

will be a full programme of 
evening sessions timetabled 
to enable you to familiarise 
yourself with the platform 
and get you all set for 
Conference weekend.
Find out more and 

book via the members 
website: www.facebook.
com/ScottishGreens/ 
Conference

Midlothian emits around 400,000 tonnes of carbon 
a year.  About a quarter of that is emissions from 
domestic gas boilers, which on current plans won’t be 
banned until 2024 – and then only in new houses.  
More than a third is from vehicles 
on the road, for which there is 
effectively no reduction plan 
beyond a ban on sales of new 
fossil fuel private vehicles from  
(it is speculated) 2030.
Last December Midlothian 

Council passed a motion 
committing the Council to ‘make 
the Council’s activities net-zero 
carbon by 2030’ and ‘support 
and work with all other relevant 
agencies towards making the 
entire area zero carbon within 
the same timescale’.  
In response to this the 

Midlothian Community 
Planning Partnership – a 
statutory grouping of mainly 
public agencies, with the role 
of reducing inequalities in 
education, health and economic 
circumstances in Midlothian 
– has created a new Climate 
Emergency Group whose role is 
to co-ordinate public, private and 
community sector activities 

to support the drive to achieving 
Net Zero by 2030.
The Climate Emergency Group 

has started work in six areas – 
housing, transport, community 
engagement, data and best 
practice, renewable energy, and 
agriculture and land use – with 
the initial aim of identifying 
programmes and actions 
that would have the biggest 
impact on reducing emissions, 
and bringing proposals for 
climate change targets to the 
annual Community Planning 
Development Day which will 
be happening (virtually) in 
November. 
The Climate Emergency 

Group will need the support of 
individuals and communities 
to drive forward its actions 
to achieve Net Zero – so 
please get involved, through 
your Community Council, 
Development Trust or voluntary 
organisations.

Midlothian Net Zero 2030:  
how do we get there?



If you can’t borrow or hire here’s how you can avoid giving more money to Bezos, 
and to Apple, Google and Microsoft and all of the others making millions from the 
global pandemic. 
The big tech companies are some 
of the least ethical businesses on 
the planet.Some reasons to take 
custom away from Amazon in 
particular are:

•   They make billions of pounds 
in sales but pay workers 
poverty wages;

•   They receive more in 
government subsidies than 
they pay in tax;

•   They crush independent 
retailers that they claim to help;

•   They employ human beings, 
but treat them like robots.

Here are some alternative places 
to buy books and other products.

Books
Wordery wordery.com  
One of the UK’s largest online 
independent book shops. They 
pay all of their UK taxes and offer 
free delivery.

Books etc booksetc.co.uk  
They tend to be the cheapest and 
often beat Amazon on price for 
new books. They offer free UK 
delivery on every order.

Hive hive.co.uk  
You can buy books, ebooks, DVD 
and blu-ray, music, stationery and 
gifts online in much the same 
way as on Amazon, but with the 
twist that every time you make a 
purchase you are supporting your 
local independent shop. Free UK 
delivery on all orders.

Better World Books 
betterworldbooks.com have over 
one-million new and used books 
and offer free worldwide delivery. 
They also donate a portion of all 
sales to fund literacy programs.

Blackwells blackwells.co.uk/
bookshop/home Blackwell of 
Oxford is the largest academic 
and specialist bookseller in the 
UK. They offer free delivery on  
all orders.

Oxfam Books onlineshop.oxfam.
org.uk/shop/books Oxfam are 
the top-rated bookseller on 
Ethical Consumer magazine’s 
‘ethical shopping guide to 
booksellers’. 

World of Books worldofbooks.
com/en-gb sell second-hand 
books. They are now a ‘Best Buy’ 
according to Ethical Consumer 
magazine. 

eBooks ebooks.com/en-gb 
The eBooks team’s roots are in 
bookselling so they’re focussed 
on what readers want over 
complicated technical things 
that get in the way of finding the 
books you really want.

DVDs, CDs and games
Hive DVDs hive.co.uk

Oxfam second hand music, film 
and video games onlineshop.
oxfam.org.uk/shop/music-films-
video-games

Cinema Paradiso 
cinemaparadiso.co.uk are an 
independent UK on-line DVD 
and Blu-ray rental service with a 
catalogue of over 75,000 titles. 

The most ethical alternative to 
LoveFilm according to Ethical 
Consumer magazine and an 
independent British company 
who pay all of their UK tax! Sign 
up and try it free of charge.

Social Supermarket  
socialsupermarket.org 
Connecting consumers with 
social enterprises who sell 
high quality products that 
tackle important social and 
environmental challenges.

Ethical Superstore 
ethicalsuperstore.com  
Feel-good choices with 
thousands of Fairtrade, organic 
and eco-friendly gifts, gadgets 
and healthy groceries.

Traidcraft traidcraftshop.co.uk  
An array of Fairtrade products 
such as groceries, houseware 
goods, stationery, toys, gifts, 
christmas decorations, clothing 
and jewellery.

Veo World veo.world A place 
for ethical vendors to sell, and a 
place for conscious consumers 
to shop.

Big Green Smile  
biggreensmile.com sell organic 
lifestyle products including 
natural and organic bath 
and skincare and household 
products.
Remember, there are 

alternatives to Googling - I 
say ‘DuckDuck Go it!’ myself 
(other more ethical choices are 
available).

Thanks to Ethical Superstore 
and Ethical Consumer magazine 
who lead the way in the Amazon 
boycott campaign and who 
compiled this list.

You can always get what you want want:
There are alternatives — boycott Amazon!



 
 
 
 
 
 Holyrood Elections 2021

The campaign to retain our two Green MSPs and to get more into 
Holyrood nationally will start in earnest this autumn.  

Campaigning costs money.
For example, if every member of Midlothian Green Party gave a  

monthly donation of just £1 we’d have £100 towards our  
campaigning fund every month.

A Direct Debit or a standing order with your bank would mean that Midlothian  
Green Party would be able to rely on an income to enable it to campaign  
more extensively, for Holyrood and then in 2022 to put up candidates  
in every ward for the council elections. Can you help? Whatever you  
can afford would be more than welcome. Our bank details for  
you to arrange a Direct Debit or a standing order are: 
Co-operative Bank  
Sort Code: 08 92 99    
Account No: 65391518 
Midlothian Green Party

Midlothian mapped for active travellers
The fifth edition of Spokes Midlothian Cycle Map is now available. 
Surveyed by local Spokes volunteers and the Edinburgh OpenStreet Map group 
it’s invaluable for everyone seeking safe routes to shops, work or school and for 
leisure route planning. The latest edition includes features, including:

•   Midlothian’s many new  
housing developments

•   Contours and shading, to 
identify gradients and hills

•   Revised and updated visitor 
and leisure destinations text 
and pictures

•   Printed on water and tear-
resistant ‘paper’ (a recyclable 
polythene)

The map was supported by 
Midlothian Council, SEStran 
Regional Transport Partnership 
and Sustrans Scotland. SEStran 
is soon to launch a Midlothian 
e-bike hire scheme, GO e-bike, 
and important Sustrans NCN 
routes run through the area.

The map sells in local bike shops 
at the normal price of £6.95 but 
until 31 October you can also 
order direct from Spokes at the 
following prices:
•   Single copies (or up to five 

copies) £6 each including 
postage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•   To order 1-5 copies, email 
office@spokes.org.uk

•   Order six copies for £27.  
To order six or more copies, 
email maps@spokes.org.uk.  



  

Each month we will be introducing you to 
Midlothian Green Party committee members.
Helen Blackburn is a long-
standing Green Party member 
who first joined what was 
then the Ecology Party in the 
late 1980s and first stood as a 
candidate in the 1988 council 
elections in Sunderland.
She holds the roles of co-

convener and treasurer for 
Midlothian Green party and 
stood in the local elections for 
Midlothian West ward in 2017. 
Sadly, we lost our chance of 
Helen becoming a Green party 
councillor in Midlothian West  
by only 32 votes. We are now 
fired up for the challenge to  
win in 2022.
She is a mental health nurse 

and spent three and a half years 
as a VSO volunteer in Zambia 
teaching mental health nursing. 
Her main interest professionally 
is dementia, particularly the 
impact of dementia on families 
where there is someone with 

a learning disability – whether 
that’s the person with a learning 
disability or their relative/carer.
Helen was born in Sunderland 

and she has lived in Scotland 
for 26 years and Midlothian for 
21. After qualifying as a nurse 
she gained her first degree in 
Divinity and then specialised in 
Dementia Studies, gaining  
an MSc.
She is passionate about 

vegetarianism, is trying very  
hard to be vegan and she 
reckons she’s about 97%  
vegan now. 

Unusual fact: Helen once won 
an episode of a BBC One quiz 
show in 2016, and also passed 
an audition to be on Tipping 
Point in April but it  
was cancelled because of 
lockdown. Helen doesn’t own a 
TV but never misses an episode 
of The Archers!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helen Blackburn
Co-convener; Treasurer

Likes: 
Helen likes nothing more 

than live music gigs.

Loves:
Helen is a film buff who 

doesn’t own a TV so  
she is a regular  
cinema goer!

Hobbies:
Helen is an avid fan  
of Bonnyrigg Rose.

Hopes and Dreams: 
Green-fingered Helen 
would like to support 

people to utilise unused 
land as community 

growing space.

Dislikes: 
Helen would like to 

see the abolition of the 
monarchy.

Meet the committee

‘  I am the most passionate anti-
 monarchist I know, and wish
 SGP would make abolition of the
 monarchy more of a priority’ 

Hot news from The Ferret  
Plans to treble the amount of waste burnt in ten new incinerators across 
Scotland will prevent the Scottish Government from meeting its recycling 
targets, Friends of the Earth are warning. 
FoE Scotland argues that a large proportion of 
household waste could end up being burnt instead 
of recycled. Incineration is ‘spiralling out of control’ 
and will jeopardise government targets to boost 
recycling, it says. There are currently five waste 

incinerators operating in Scotland with a combined 
capacity to burn 788,000 tonnes of waste a year. 
They are in Glasgow, Edinburgh (at Millerhill https://
millerhill.fccenvironment.co.uk), Dundee, Dunbar 
and Shetland.



 

Please share your  
Tweets, Facebook and 

Instagram posts  
and send in pieces for 
inclusion in this, your 

branch newsletter. 

 
 

  
www.facebook.com/midlothiangreens

  
@midlothiangreen 

  
instagram.com/midlothian_greens

www.midlothiangreens.org.uk

Did you know..?
Given the widely publicised 
collapse in international air 
travel, you’d be forgiven for 

assuming that expanding 
airports would be the last thing 
on aviation executives’ minds. 

Yet planning applications 
in England are currently 
under consideration for 

Leeds Bradford Airport and 
Southampton Airport; Bristol 

Airport just announced 
they are appealing North 

Somerset Council’s rejection 
of their plans; and Heathrow 
Airport refuse to accept their 
substandard mega-expansion 

is dead in the water.

Regardless of the size of our 
airports and the speed at 

which the sector decarbonises, 
job numbers in aviation are 

likely to fall. Rather than 
expanding airport capacity we 
should be supporting aviation 
workers to access new green 

jobs – upskilling and retraining 
under-used employees 

or careers in low-carbon 
industries.

New Economics Foundation

News Brief

Huge decline in abundance of life on Earth
Wildlife populations plunged by 68% between  
1970 and 2016, and only 25% of the planet can  
still be considered ‘wilderness’. 
The grim numbers come from a report by wildlife charity WWF 
and the Zoological Society of London (ZSL), based on global 
data on 20,811 populations of 4,392 vertebrate species. Worst  
hit is Latin America and the Caribbean, where the animal 
population dropped by an average of 94% during that period. 
Food production is the biggest driver of nature loss, says the 
report, with about 50% of the world’s habitable land area  
already used for agriculture. ‘We are wrecking our world ... 
risking our health, security and survival here on Earth,’ says  
WWF chief executive Tanya Steele. Source: WWF/ZSL

Convenor’s Cogitations
I note the massive increase in cycling over the summer  
and the rise and rise of the electric bike; Edinburgh now  
has 20mph everywhere, and an improved road use network 
for cyclists.
Where does this leave Midlothian in the progress in safer 

cycling? The developers in Roslin want to build a road 
crossing over the Moat Path (Core route 29) which provides 
the only safe walking/cycling route to the new school to be 
built near Gowkley Moss (Bush Campus). Cycle routes are 
not cleared in winter, and the last cycle shop in Midlothian 
has now closed due to excessive rents. We (older citizens) 
are all so used to our cars, but what for the youngsters? 
We need to make sure that there is proper infrastructure to 
move into the survivors economy of the 2020s. What land is 
available for cyclists’ infrastructure next to the cycle routes? 
Where are the public toilets? Where are the cafes and rest 
stops? Where is the safe cycle parking? Note that the cycle 
shelter at Straiton Park, formerly outside NEXT, has been 
removed, and not replaced.
Also: where are the public hand wash facilities? We have 

had six months for councils to put these outside existing 
public toilet buildings, but none have emerged.

NB: There is still a very busy cycle shop in Newtongrange! www.
facebook.com/MuttsCycles/ I had my bike serviced there and 
they did an excellent job (Helen B).


